
 
 

 

MEMO 

 

 

December 2, 2016 

 

 

TO:  Chief Executive Officers 

  Governmental Relations Executives 

 

FROM: Daniel Landon 

  Senior Vice President of Governmental Relations 

 

  Jane C. Drummond, J.D. 

  General Counsel and Vice President of Legal Affairs 

 

SUBJECT: Extended Women’s Health Services 

 

 

The Missouri Medicaid Audit and Compliance Unit of the Department of Social Services plans 

to send letters early next week to hospitals, clinics and ambulatory surgical centers equipped to 

provide abortion services to notify them that there will be a change in reimbursement for 

Extended Women’s Health Services (Medicaid Eligibility Code 80/89).  The change in 

reimbursement results from House Bill 2011, Section 11.550, which is the appropriations bill for 

the Missouri Department of Social Services for state fiscal year 2017.    

 

Section 11.550 appropriates funding for the purpose of family planning-related services, 

pregnancy testing, sexually transmitted disease testing and treatment, including pap tests and 

pelvic exams, and follow-up services, for uninsured women who are 18 to 55 years of age with a 

family modified adjusted gross income for the household size that does not exceed 201 percent 

of the federal poverty level and who are legal residents of the state.  However, this section also 

prohibits the disbursement of any funds, directly or indirectly, to subsidize abortion services or 

procedures or administrative functions, and also prohibits the use of any funds to pay an 

organization that provides abortion services.  The language goes on to say that an otherwise 

disqualified organization can get the funds if the abortions are provided by an independent 

(separately incorporated) affiliate.   

 

MMAC will be providing an attestation requesting that you indicate that your facility will not 

submit claims for payments either personally or through claims submitted through any clinic, 

group, corporation, affiliate, partner or any other association in violation of the provisions of this 

bill.   
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Your hospital will be required to determine if any of the services it provides meet the statutory 

definition of abortion services found in Section188.015, RSMo.  Under that statute, an abortion 

is defined as: 

 

(a) “using or prescribing any instrument, device, medicine, drug, or any other 

means or substance with the intent to destroy the life of an embryo or fetus…” or 

(b) “the intentional termination of the pregnancy of a mother by using or prescribing 

any instrument, device, medicine, drug or other means or substance with an 

intention other than to increase the probability of a live birth or to remove a dead 

or dying unborn child.” 

 

We encourage you to consult with your legal counsel before completing the attestation.  In 

addition to the prospect of recoupment of Women’s Extended Health Services reimbursements, 

there could be additional legal ramifications for submitting an inaccurate attestation.  If you fail 

to return the attestation, MMAC has indicated an intent to cease reimbursement for these 

services.   

 

If you have any questions, please contact Daniel Landon at 573/893-3700, ext. 1349 or 

dlandon@mhanet.com or Jane Drummond at ext. 1328 or jdrummond@mhanet.com. 
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